
What is human 
trafficking?

Positioned to care:  
Improving identification of victims of labor 

and sex trafficking in Colorado
Module 1



Please complete the pre-education survey below 
before continuing:

To reach the survey – you can do any of the following:

• Click on the link below:

https://redcap.childrenscolorado.org/surveys/?s=F9DEYFWA999HY8JK

•  Type the following into a browser:

https://redcap.childrenscolorado.org/surveys/

And enter the code below:
P7NHCNX9K 

• Scan the QR code below

Survey title: "Pre-education survey"

Please follow the instructions below to navigate to the survey page. To start the survey, you may use either of the two choices (the Survey Access Code or the QR code), whichever you
�nd easiest or quickest to use.

 Enter the Survey Access Code

Start the survey by following the steps below.

1.) Go to this web address:

https://redcap.childrenscolorado.org/surveys/

2.) Then enter this code:

P7NHCNX9K

 Scan the QR Code

Alternatively, if you have a device
that has an app capable of
reading QR codes, you may scan
the QR code below, which should
take you directly to the survey in
a web browser.

https://redcap.childrenscolorado.org/surveys/?s=F9DEYFWA999HY8JK
https://redcap.childrenscolorado.org/surveys/




Trafficking 
Victims 
Protection 
Act of 2000

The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 and its 
subsequent reauthorizations define human trafficking 
as: 
• a) Sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is 

induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the 
person induced to perform such act has not attained 
18 years of age; or 
• b) The recruitment, harboring, transportation, 

provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or 
services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion 
for the purpose of subjection to involuntary 
servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery. (22 
U.S.C. § 7102(9)). 

Human trafficking is a crime. 



Labor Trafficking:

Counter trafficking Data Collaborative 
(CTDC) Feb 2020

• Happens to kids and adults
• Includes US Citizens and immigrants
• Hidden in plain sight…

• Includes large and small operations
• Is unpaid and / or forced labor often in dangerous 

conditions

• Debt bondage – workers need to pay off an overwhelming 
initial debt to the traffickers – passports or paperwork may 
be held by the traffickers

• Occurs in Colorado
• Agriculture
• Personal care (nail salons, massage, etc)
• Hospitality 
• Construction
• Begging/panhandling
• Domestic work / home care / child-care



This is the story of Sir Mo Farah

• Hussein Abdi Kahin was a 4 year old boy who fled Somaliland with his family after his father was killed during the war

• Separated from his mother and brother and sent to live with his uncle in Djibouti

• 8 or 9 years of age brought to the UK under the name of another child.  He was brought by a woman who was said to be a “family 

friend”.

• Thought he was going to live with family in the UK and had their contact information on a piece of paper. 

• The woman took the paper threw it away, told him his name was changed.

• Forced to work for the woman  à clean, cook, care for their children (he was a child….)

• Finally allowed to attend school at the age of 12

• A track coach took him under his wing and helped him find a foster family

• Eventually he became a decorated long-distance runner and Olympic Gold medalist.

• He kept quiet about his childhood trafficking because he worried he’d be deported.



Sexual trafficking

Sexual trafficking:
• The recruitment, harboring, provision or obtaining of a person for sex acts 

through the use of force, fraud or coercion

Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children is CHILD ABUSE:
• Any person under 18 years of age who has been subject to sexual 

exploitation as a result of their loitering for the purpose of prostitution or 
their engagement in an offer to exchange sexual conduct in return for food, 
clothing, a place to stay, drugs, or a fee

There is no such thing as a child prostitute ….they are abused and exploited 
children.



Who are the traffickers?

> 40% of children are 
trafficked by family 
members



Who are the ”Johns” ?
(or in other words….Who buys children for sex?)

• Mostly men, many are white, some are married….. Almost all are violent
• All are committing child abuse



Why does trafficking exist? (it’s the money)

Sex industry is a billion-dollar 
industry

Sex trafficking is more profitable 
than illegal drugs

Labor trafficking provides cheap 
labor without safety restrictions

Amounts listed in millions of US dollars

Dank, M, Khan, B., Downey, P. M., Kontonias, C., et. Al (2014) Estimating the size 
and structure of the underground commercial sex economy in eight major US 
cities.  The Urban Institute, 348



Commercial Sex

Average age of 
entry
12-14Average life 

expectancy 
after entry

7 Years

Percentage 
physically 
assaulted

82%

Leading cause of 
death

HIV  & Homicide Threatened 
with deadly 

weapons
83%

Raped while 
working

68%

Average 
number of 
beatings by 

pimp
58

Average no. of 
sex partners 

per year: 
868

Commercial Sex: 
By the Numbers

Peck, J. et all. (2020). White Paper: Recognizing 
child trafficking as a critical emerging health 
threat. Journal of Pediatric Health Care. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pedhc.2020.01.005

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pedhc.2020.01.005


Trafficking happens in 
Colorado
• In 2016-2020:  149 cases of child trafficking 

reported in CO

• 12% of high-risk teens (12-17 years old) screened 
in a pediatric ED in Denver were found to be likely 
victims of human trafficking

• 88% of people who are trafficked visit a medical 
facility during their time of being exploited

• An estimated 150,000-300,000 children in the US 
are at risk for commercial sexual exploitation each 
year



People who 
are being 
trafficked DO 
present to 
medical 
care…..

• 80% of people who have been trafficked 
were seen by a medical provider within the 
first 6 months of being trafficked!
• The trafficker will often accompany the 

victim, and may be
• Male or Female
• Present as family member or friend
• Appear caring, parental, sympathetic
• Well spoken
• Reluctant to leave the patient alone

• Patient may refer to pimp as “boyfriend”, 
“aunt”, “uncle”, ”mom”, “daddy”



Yes.  
Trafficking happens in Colorado. 

Yes.  
Commercial child sexual exploitation (sexual assault of a child for 

money) happens in Colorado

Yes.  
There’s something you can do to help.

(go to Module 2 to continue to learn…)
contact:  Kristin.kim@childrenscolorado.org


